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Muslim Burial and Funeral Services in Southern California

Introduction:

It is the duty of every Muslim community (fardu kifayah) to perform the final religious obligation of burial [body wash and burial shroud (mandi mayat and kafan)] and jenazah prayers for the deceased Muslim.  

In southern California, burial of the deceased is regulated by state and local laws.  Preparation of the body for burial must be performed by licensed mortuaries and comply with local codes.  Burial is only allowed in designated, licensed cemeteries.  There are two licensed, full service Islamic mortuaries in the Los Angeles area:

1. ISOC Mortuary in Garden Grove masjeed, Garden Grove

a. Cemetery: Islamic Garden at Westminster Park, Garden Grove

b. Jenazah prayers: at masjeed

c. Website: www.islamicmortuary.org
2. ICSC Mortuary in Islamic Center of Southern California masjeed, LA

a. Cemetery: ICSC section of Rose Hills Memorial Park.

b. Jenazah prayers: at gravesite

c. Website: www.islamictr.org
d. Also provides out-of-state or overseas shipment of body.  

Purpose of document 

To describe the actions to take in the event that assistance from MIFNA is sought for  death of a Muslim brother or sister.

Procedure: 

	Section A
	The procedure for burial services as performed by ISOC mortuary is described below. 

	Step
	Action

	1
	In case of emergency or death, MIFNA member shall contact the MIFNA Board member or designee assigned to their geographic zone for assistance. 

Zone

Contact

Telephone

House

Cell

North of LA

Ibrahim Karim

661-257-3733

661-803-9177

LA downtown/San Gabriel

Sulaiman Abbas

626-441-1710

626-708-1899

South Bay 

Ismail Talib

310-265-0551

310-729-9807

Long Beach/Orange county

Ishak Japar

562-938-9371

213-792-5166

Inland Empire

Mohd. Fauzi Zainal

909-463-0807

626-272-6897

San Diego

Hasnah Hamdan

951-681-8785

949-230-1432

Consulate/MIDA

Azhar Arshad

Rasli Muda

626-369-8547

626-286-2751

626-202-6382

626-475-3064

Students

Fakhrul Shawaludin

323-731-1840



	2
	Board member to contact president and secretary of MIFNA to inform of request for assistance.  

	3
	MIFNA will assist family of deceased to contact the “Muslim Mortuary and Cemetery Committee (MMCC) coordinator” for ISOC mortuary.  

MMCC coordinator (Funeral Director):  Sister Nigar Rangoonwala

Assistant Director:                                   Brother Hafiz Omar

Tel:           909-598-2536

Address:   20739 Lycoming St, #88

                 Walnut, CA 91789

	4
	Obtain forms FD-1814 and MMCC Blue Form (can be downloaded from ISOC’s website: www.islamicmortuary.org)



	5
	Assist family of deceased to complete:

· Form FD-1814: Letter to release remains to ISOC mortuary

· MMCC Blue Form: Deceased information

Fax completed forms to:

Fax #: 909-598-2536

Attn: Nigar Rangoonwala (MMCC coordinator)

	6
	Write 3 separate checks to the following payees, give checks to MMCC coordinator:

Payee

Purpose

Amount (US$)1
Islamic Society of Orange County (ISOC) Mortuary or:

ISOC Mortuary

Body wash (mandi mayat, kafan), obtaining all permits and death certificates

1150.002,3

Westminster Memorial Park

Opening and closing of grave, granite marker (headstone) with installation and fees.

985.003
Muslim mortuary and cemetery committee (MMCC)

Cost of buying the land (lot) for grave, shoring vault and taxes.

2250.00

Total:

4385.00

Footnotes:

1These payments are estimates.  Check website (www.islamicmortuary.org) and contact MMCC coordinator (funeral director) for most current costs.

2Family members are to arrange for 4-5 people for body washers.  ISOC can arrange for 1 experienced volunteer to assist.  Please give the volunteer any amount you wish as a gift (sedekah).

3These are weekday charges.  Additional charges apply if on weekends or after 4 pm on weekdays:

ISOC Mortuary      $250.00     Saturday and Sunday

Westminster Park   $400.00     Saturday

                                $650.00     Sunday and holidays

                                $300.00     after 4 pm weekdays

	7
	Once payments have been made and relevant forms have been completed, ISOC Mortuary shall transport remains of deceased to the mortuary for body wash (mandi mayat) and preparation for burial (kafan).

ISOC Mortuary is located at Garden Grove masjeed at the following address:

One Al-Rahman Plaza

Garden Grove, CA 92844

Tel: 714-531-1722

       714-531-4840

        714-531-1515

Fax: 714-531-8890



	8
	Body shall then be transported to Westminster Memorial Park (~ 2 miles from ISOC Mortuary) for burial in the Islamic Garden section.  

Address for Islamic Garden at Westminster Memorial Park:

14801 Beach Blvd

Westminster, CA 92683

Tel: 714-893-2421

	9
	Communication for date, time and location of jenazah prayers and burial shall be distributed by MIFNA at request of the family.

Family of the deceased is to bear all costs of funeral and burial.  MIFNA may assist in soliciting donations from members to help defray expenses for funeral.


	Section B
	The procedure for burial services as performed by ICSC mortuary is described below. 

	Step
	Action

	1
	Contact appropriate board member as described in Section A.1

	2
	MIFNA will assist family of the deceased to contact ICSC Mortuary.

Funeral Director: Brother Mohammad Qureshi 

Tel: 213-382-9200

Fax: 213-384-4572

Address: Islamic Center of Southern California mortuary

               434 So. Vermont Ave., 

               Los Angeles, CA 90020



	3
	Complete and sign “Vital Sheet” form and return to ICSC Mortuary as soon as possible.  Form can be downloaded from ICSC website at: www.islamictr.org

	4
	ICSC mortuary is a full service mortuary.  The mortuary will make all funeral and burial arrangements once necessary documents have been obtained and payment has been made.  The mortuary has dedicated personnel to perform body washing (mandi mayat) and DOES NOT require family members or volunteers to assist in body washing.

	5
	Jenazah prayer will be performed at the grave site led by ICSC mortuary personnel. Communication for date, time and location of jenazah prayers and burial shall be distributed by MIFNA at request of the family.

	6
	Approximate cost of full service funeral and burial*: US$6,500 

* check with ICSC mortuary for latest price quotes


	Section C
	The procedure for overseas shipment of remains by ICSC mortuary is described below. 

	Step
	Action

	1
	Contact appropriate board member as described in Section A.1


	2
	MIFNA will assist family of the deceased to contact ICSC Mortuary.

Funeral Director: Brother Mohammad Qureshi 

Tel: 213-382-9200

Fax: 213-384-4572

Address: Islamic Center of Southern California mortuary

               434 So. Vermont Ave., 

               Los Angeles, CA 90020



	3
	Complete and sign “Vital Sheet” form and return to ICSC Mortuary as soon as possible.  Form can be downloaded from ICSC website at: www.islamictr.org

	4
	ICSC mortuary is a full service mortuary.  Once Vital Sheet form has been completed and payment has been made, the mortuary will make all arrangements for shipment of body, briefly described as follows:

a. The mortuary will transfer the remains of the deceased from the hospital or home to the morque at ICSC Mortuary and wait for the issuance of the Death Certificate by the County Coroner’s office.  This takes ~2-3 days in the case of death due to natural causes, may be longer if death is not due to natural causes.  The coroner’s office will first have to issue a bulletin to all police stations for missing persons, et cetera.  Once everything is cleared, then the coroner’s office will issue the death certificate.

b. Once the mortuary receives the death certificate, then they can proceed to ship the body.  ICSC mortuary will contact Malaysia Airlines (or relevant home country airline) to arrange for air transportation to Malaysia. Airfare cost is to be borne by family of the deceased.  MIFNA and Malaysian Consul’s office will assist family to obtain discounted airfare.

c. The mortuary will contact the Malaysian Consul’s office to obtain the “Permit letter for shipment of remains”.  MIFNA will assist in expediting issuance of this letter.  A copy of the Malaysian identification card or passport of the deceased is required for issuance of this letter.  

d. The mortuary will perform the body wash, embalming and jenazah prayers at the mortuary.  The mortuary has dedicated personnel to perform body washing (mandi mayat) and DOES NOT require family members or volunteers to assist in body washing.  Jenazah prayers will be performed at the ICSC masjeed before body is transported to the airport.

	5
	Mortuary will transport embalmed body to airport for shipment to Malaysia.  Arrangements for transport of body from KLIA airport to hometown needs to be arranged by the family.

	6
	Approximate cost for shipment: 

ICSC mortuary fee*:                US$2,800 

Airfare (Malaysia Airlines)**: US$1,400

Approximate time from death to shipment: ~ 4 days

*check with ICSC mortuary for latest price quotes.

**check with Malaysia Airlines for latest airfare quote and discounts


	Section D:Directory of Muslim Burial and Funeral Services in southern California

	Islamic Center/City
	Telephone #

	Garden Grove (Westminster Memorial Park)
	714-348-7863

909-598-2536

	Lomita (Palos Verdes)
	310-541-1410

	Vermont (Rose Hills)
	213-382-9200  ext 43

	Adelanto (Victorville)
	760-245-1220

760-617-8099

	PalmDale (Rosemont)
	661-435-4346

661-810-6990

	San Diego 

(ICSD:Islamic Center of San Diego)
	858-278-5240


Forms:

1. ISOC Form FD-1814

2. MMC Blue Form

3. Map and address of Islamic Garden (Westminster Memorial Park) and ISOC Mortuary

4. “Vital Sheet” – ICSC Mortuary
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